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 Your Excellency, Mr. President, I express
gratitude and appreciation to you

I did not plan to meet His Excellency President Mahmoud Abbas Abu Mazen, but when I found myself in 
Ramallah amidst friends and companions, and upon my friend Jibril Al-Rjoub knowing of our presence, he 
requested an appointment for us to meet His Excellency the president in his office to present our greetings. I 
found it fitting to present him as a gift a copy of my book about the old shrines, tombs and mosques in Jordan 
in its English copy which was sponsored by His Majesty King Abdullah the Second, and the Arabic copy which 
was sponsored by the Jordan Dubai Islamic Bank. In this regard the President honored me by receiving me 
and accepting my gift. 

He inquired about the other series of books which I authored, and the progress made, given that he 
sponsored more than one of my books, including the book entitled “Jerusalem the City of Heaven on Earth,” 
which was sponsored by the Palestine National Fund with directives from His Excellency, and also my book 
about ”Safad the Lost Kingdom,” which the late Said Khouri sponsored at the request of His Excellency. 

He inquired about my new books, and I mentioned my book entitled “Al-Aqsa Mosque, the Yearning of Hearts” 
which I completed and endowed with photographic materials, which the President helped me obtain through 
his cultural adviser, from Jerusalem. Once again he honored me by sponsoring this book and I am indebted 
for that to the President, while appreciating the importance he attaches to supporting scholarship. Indeed, 
President Abu Mazen is an academician who has an interest in the arts and appreciates scholarship. Actually 
a few people are aware of his interest in music and his deep desire, when he was a child, to study it. However, 
his father objected to this inclination and was angry to behold the ‘Oud instrument in the house, whereupon 
he apologized to his father and suppressed his wishes. He read voraciously in the fields of literature and 
poetry, even when he was involved in clandestine activities and university education. Actually, a few people 
are aware that President Mahmoud Abbas authored more than sixty books including 1- One-way Ticket 2- 
From the Memories of Abu Mazen 3- Investing in Triumph 4- Palestinian Refugees and the Jews 5- Why these 
communications 6- Israel and South Africa 7- The Political Process in the Middle East 8- Three Years after Oslo  
9- Religious and Ethnic Polarization in Israel 1- Vault of Evil 11- Fall of the Netanyahu Government 12- The 
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Other Face 13- Palestinian Israeli Peace 
Discussions 14- Zionism, A Beginning 
and End 15-The Oslo Road 16- From Oslo 
to Palestine 17- The Agreement in the 
Eyes of the Opposition 18- The Zionist 
Movement in the Writings of Lenin, not to 
mention other writings which I discussed 
in my book on Safad in which I included a 
biography of President Mahmoud Abbas, 
particularly as relates to the early period 
of his life. 

Today, as I present my book “Al-Aqsa 
Mosqe, the Yearning of Hearts,” which 
was sponsored by the Palestine National 
Fund at the behest of H.E. President 
Abbas, I feel grateful and appreciative of 
the interest of the President in culture 
and intellectuals, and in scholarship 
particularly as relates to Jerusalem, 
the preservation of whose heritage he 
devoted his profound attention. 

I dedicate this edition of the book 
entitled “Al-Aqsa Mosque, the Yearning of 
Hearts” to His Excellency the President as 
a token of my gratitude and appreciation 
for his assistance to have this book 
available to the readers.
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The call to visit Al-Aqsa Mosque must be emphasized and renewed despite the huge amount 
of the fatwas of upmanship to justify deficient effort. And as the Arab poet Al-Mutanabbi said: 

The cowardly deem that deficient effort is reasonable 
Which is the chicanery of the mean-spirited nature 
And many are those that disparage a true saying 
When the shortcoming lies in poor understanding 

Over and above performing the visits to the Noble Sanctuary  those that behold the evil of 
occupation must change it with his hand as did the vanguards of Palestinian intifadists in this 
fifteenth Intifada starting with the intifada of 1982 and passing by those of the years 1922, 
1929, 1936 which were all liberation movements; and including the modern Intifadas of 1987, 
2000 until the present time. In truth visiting the Mosque is likewise a form of rejecting the evil 
of occupation, given that the visit fortifies the resoluteness, and revitalizes confidence in the 
place and that of the human prisoner and restores the connectivity to the place. Therefore, 
the call to visit is obligatory as the former Mufti of Egypt Ali Jum`a said. It is actually a revival 
of the tradition of making the Islamically sanctioned voyage to Al-Aqsa Mosque irrespective 
of the obstacles placed by the occupation, as Izzeddin Usama known as Usama Bin Munqidh 
used to do. In effect we should emulate what the latter used to do during the era of Salah Eddin 
(Saladin) at the time of the siege of Jerusalem prior to its liberation, when he used to go from 
Al-Eizariya (Bethany) location to Al-Aqsa Mosque to pray amid throngs of Franks who would be 
unleashing or leashing their horses at the Aqsa and Marwanid Mosques.

He continued to perform his prayer and oftentimes they would feel irritated by him, and so 
would push and shove him during his kneeling, or would pass over him or would push him away 
from the prescribed direction of prayer, and he would insistently persevere until Jerusalem 
was liberated. At the time there were no religious scholars who rebuked him for his actions of 
mixing with the Crusaders and arguing with them and penetrating their ranks at prayer times..
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There is also another form of resistance, namely to write about Al-Aqsa, as we are 

doing, by all available means in order for the memory to remain live and fresh, and in 
order to connect to it the new generations of people who did not visit it and do not know 
a great deal about it, its history, its significance..

Prior to commencing this work which I named “AL-Aqsa, the Yearning of Hearts” I 
was not aware of the existence, inside the Aqsa Mosque which is of an area of 144 
Dunums, of such a big number of walls, schools, domes, water fountains, passages, 
terraces, minarets, mosques, yards, ablution sinks, arcades and otherwise. I acquired 
knowledge of this, and realized that the Muslim leaders, ulema, wealthy merchants, 
renowned women had all contributed, in accordance with their capabilities and wishes 
to place in this area (Al-Aqsa Mosque) monuments and landmarks bearing their names 
and virtues, and to designate there a burial site for them, for within the walls of the Old 
City and outside it were buried many companions of the Prophet and their successors, 
which will continue to be the case until Judgment Day. Indeed, within the wall of Al-Aqsa 
were buried modern personalities, including Sharif Al-Hussein Bin Ali and the martyr 
Abdel Qader Al-Husseini, the leader Ahmad Hilmi Pasha, Abdel Qader Musa Kadhem Al-
Husseini, and other Arabs and Muslims. 

Writing about Al-Aqsa Mosque, and spreading awareness about it, is a form of struggle 
and loyalty to the place, its people, and creed.

Al-Aqsa was grieved ever since the Zionists set foot on the Holy Land, and when the 
Zionists embarked on encroaching on the holy sites..

The Noble Sanctuary was beckoning the world through the words of the poets who 
were animated by love of the soil of Jerusalem.  Indeed, a poet said to one of the Arab 
leaders visiting Al-Aqsa Mosque prior to the catastrophe (Nakba) in 1948 when the 
waves of Jewish migration 
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were gushing into Palestine; where the poet realized that the visit of the Arab leaders reflected a lack 
of comprehension of the dangers presented by the Zionist movement: 

Do you come to visit the Noble Sanctuary 

Or do you come to bid it farewell before its occupation 

This reflects the deep awareness of the poet that Arab Islamic action at the time did not rise to the 
challenge of actually protecting and defending Al-Aqsa. And before this poet was Iskadnar Al-Betjali 
whose Arab nationist sentiment moved him to say in the face of Balfour who was visiting Jerusalem 
and attending the inauguration ceremony of the Hebrew University in 1927, and next to him from 
among the Arabs was sitting the representative of Egypt at the time Ahmad Lutfi Aal-Sayyed who was 
named by his student Taha Hussein as the teacher of the generation, who also was not adequately 
aware of the danger the Zionist movement presented to Palestine and the nation,  which the 
Palestinians recognized; Said Al-Betjali: 

All of this pomp and pageantry for the sake of the university

Politics is indeed deceitful 

Lord Balfour you are the origin of the calamity and I blame you not 

But I blame Egypt which turns its back on us 

We seek your succor O Egyptians in this tribulation 

Lamentably we are a divided nation 

Was the problem then ignorance or collusion? Did not Najib Nassar, the owner and founder of the 
Haifa Al-Karmel Newspaper toll the bell of peril when he warned the nation in an article published 
in 1908 of the dangers of the Zionist movement in that early stage, which Al-Ahram Newspaper 
reprinted, and which perhaps none read, and that were appeals and admonitions which none heeded 
or responded to. 
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And to this day the Arabs are preoccupied with their protracted conflicts and are divided into 

camps, sects and alliances to enable Israel to survive and thrive, and to remain in occupation 
of Al-Aqsa  and eliminate the Palestinian homeland. Lamentably, some of the Arabs deemed it 
sufficient to condemn and deplore in the best of cases, at a time when we observe the availability 
of the most advanced weaponry, rockets and planes to the Arabs, and we likewise witness the 
throngs of martyrs as a result of religious and political fatwas leading to the destruction of Arab 
capitals in Iraq, Syria, Yemen, Libya, and who knows what next!

Have the appeals of the besieged Aqsa not been heard by the Arabs, leaders and nations.. 
while it is being subject to the hurling of smoke and live grenades, and  bullets are fired in its 
open spaces, whilst the occupying soldiers accompanied by their terrorist leaders with their 
boots and arms enter the Noble Sanctuary, its passages and prayer niches.. 

Did not the poet Umar Abu Risheh utter the following verses describing the condition of the 
nation at the time: 

My nation, do you possess among the nations 

A pulpit for the sword or pen 

Israel raises its banner 

In the sanctuary of the Nativity and the Noble Sanctuary 

How could you look away with humiliation 

And refrain from repelling the dust of accusation 

Let the leaders succumb to their whims and passions 

And thrive in the mire of loot and worldly gain 

Were not the Arabs and Muslim silent when an Australian Zionist criminal named Denis 
Michael Rohan torched the famed pulpit in Al-Aqsa Mosque in August 1968, namely the pulpit 
of Nureddin Zinki who order its construction years prior to the liberation of Al-Aqsa in 1187; and 
when the nation was being torn as a result of the Crusaders aggression, there was a hope  that the 
day would come in which Jerusalem would be liberated, and thus he ordered the construction of 
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a pulpit that would be transported to Al-Aqsa Mosque after liberation. Unfortunately Nureddin 
Zinki the Ayyubid commander departed from life without witnessing the event of liberation, 
but he entrusted his successor Salaheddin Al-Ayyubi (Saladin) to bear it to Al-Aqsa in case of 
meeting with success. Actually, the great liberation materialized and the prognostication of 
Nureddin came to be, and Salaheddin honored his promise.

For the sake of Al-Aqsa and upon its walls fought the valiant Jordanian soldiers, who stood 
their ground and were martyred but they were not fated for triumph at the time.. There was 
actually lack of equivalence or symmetry of military power and the ammunition was depleted. 
Moreover, there was an absence of adequate Arab awareness of the nature of the battle , and 
the Jordanian soldiers maintained control of Al-Aqsa after defending it with their blood until it 
was lost again in the Six Day War of 1967 in a bewildering battle whose complete facts remain 
unknown to most. 

The wound of the Jordanians at the loss of Al-Aqsa remains deep and painful, as they left 
behind them generations of Palestinians who continue to fight with their bare hands and nails 
in defense of Al-Aqsa.

The Noble Sanctuary continues to be a prisoner and blindfolded behind the walls, settlements 
and military checkpoints, sending through the shining glitter of the golden dome of Noble 
Sanctuary distress signals as sinking ships would do. And since more than around half a century 
it suffers from incarceration, and there hardly isn’t a foot of land which was not hit by shrapnels 
or a bullter or the footprint of the boots of a soldier or the blood drops of a male or female 
martyr.. Al-Aqsa continues to call and does not wish to perish by the action of its occupiers 
amid Arab spectation, where the silence, fear and acquiescence of the Arabs is on 

the increase, which is an orientation that is self-defeating, and has spawned extremism and 
fanaticism whose exponents have hijacked Islam and distorted it when they found none to 
deter them or none who exalt Al-Aqsa sufficiently.
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I write about the Aqsa Mosque anew next to those who wrote on the subject or men and women 

of letters who are few indeed relative to the population size of the Umma. It is my view that there 
is rampant ignorance of Al-Aqsa to date, even if there are some who are misled by the Israeli story 
which tries to depict Al-Aqsa as being solely the Dome of the Rock Mosque ; or that the Aqsa is 
merely a mosque made of stones which if demolished by the Jews, it would be possible to build it 
anew. 

The imprisoned Aqsa continues to seek those who would unclock its chains and beckons people 
to visit it or who would mention its virtues and lofty standing or who would deter ad prevent its 
desecration and trespassing on it. 

The Zionist movement as manifested in Israel and its rightist government continues to deprive us of 
Al Aqsa through occupation, Judaization and Israelization, while continuing to perform excavations 
below its foundations in the quest to find vestiges and evidence to substantiate its claims and 
narratives..  It continues to buy time helped by the United States and its allies who created it to 
expiate for their sins represented in the Western holocaust perpetrated against the Jews. This 
western orientation has continued, since 1948, aiming to implement the plans to take over Al-Aqsa 
where presently a scheme emerges for a temporal and spatial division which reminds us of the story 
of the Jew’s donkey!!

I wished for the readers and particularly the university students to know about Al-Aqsa Mosque 
by word and images so that they form a connection to the place and to the identity it epitomizes, 
and hence I strove to identify the places and sites which constitute the components of the place in 
Al-Aqsa Mosque. I sent photographers and collected photographs of the place, and I 
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relied on books and old and new reliable sources to elucidate the numerous 
variable names across the ages, and I wished for the picture annotated by words 
to speak for themselves as opposed to the image or picture to be a witness of the 
word.  Thus the picture or image is the foundation as it was in my previous book 
on the old mosques and holy sites in Jordan whose English edition was sponsored 
by His Majesty King Abdullah the Second after the publication of the Arabic edition 
which was sponsored by Jordan Bank and the Dubai Islamic Bank. 

While writing this long introduction to this book (AL-Aqsa Mosque, the Yearning 
of Hearts) which may be precluded, my motive was to elucidate the emotions that I 
felt in the process of producing this book and the magnitude of the pain enshrouding 
me since the Noble Sanctuary bid a youngster farewell in 1967, and I repeatedly 
visited it to the extent possible and in one of such visits in the 80s I  bemoaned that 
there were few visitors and that the Muslims were not dutiful towards it as a son 
or daughter being undutiful towards their parents.. At the time I wrote prior to the 
restoration of its dome and the torched pulpit at the behest of the late Al-Hussein.. 
and prior to being provided with carpets.. and prior to the influx of the Palestinians 
from behind the Green Line in order to extend support by their presence and their 
unveiling of the schemes to destroy it and continue its occupation.. and prior to 
women and the elderly sacrificing their lives for Al-Aqsa instead of the youth and 
the men who are prevented from entering the Sanctuary..
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I offer something to deal with the feelings of guilt and sinfulness for not doing anything 

for the imprisoned Aqsa. I attempt to motivate people though deepening knowledge about 
Al-Aqsa so as to close the ranks and to awaken the Umma.

Is Al-Aqsa given the attention it deserves? What must be done? It is a difficult question 
that is not amenable to a quick answers because we know the reality and wish to change it 
rather than find an escape route. Indeed there are those that endured for a century until its 
liberation by Salahedddin, and this generation has endured an occupation of half a century. 
The salient fact is not the period of time but rather making the preparations, for the early 
generation readied themselves for liberating Jeruslem and Al-Aqsa, and we ask, did we do 
the same? 

The poets, writers, judges and religious scholars exerted themselves alongside Salaheddin, 
remembering and extolling the virtues of Al-Aqsa thereby making victory possible, and 
entered Jerusalem in the aftermath of the Battle of Hittin and unchained Al-Aqsa Mosque.. 
Their poet said on the day of liberation:

The soldiers of heaven are supporters of this king 

And for those that doubted, this liberation is proof 

For ninety years the land of God has been shouting in pain 

While the partisans of Islam are deaf and blind 

And presently Salaheddin has answered their beckoning

At the behest of the Lord who helps those that themselves help
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Are we preparing for such an outcome, and how 
can we place ourselves in the right direction? Those 
that went to Afghanistan rather than Jerusalem 
have erred, and those that destroyed our Arab 
capitals in the name of confronting the nearby 
adversary were traversing an intellectual desert 
devoid of a compass..

What is licit is clear and what is prohibited is clear 
and evident, and the road to Jerusalem is clear, 
and the call of Aqsa continues to be heard even if it 
comes in the form of moaning of pain.. 

We contribute an effort, even if small, to save Al-
Aqsa, and actually all the sons and daughters of the 
Umma should make the possible effort, for if we 
unite we shall reach its walls, and we can face the 
challenges of whatsoever magnitude.

No aim is beyond achievement 

With determination and courage

                            Sultan Hattab
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Façade of the Mosque and 
the Front Balcony 

The Façade
The façade of the Qibli Mosque was built 

in the Fatimid  era, and was renovated in 
the Ayyubid and Mamluke eras. The façade 
of the Mosque was built in the year 1965, 
based on the directives of the Fatimid Caliph 
Al-Mustansir Billah, along with a balustrade 
consisting of passageways and small columns. 
The façade was damaged during the Crusades 
era in Palestine. However it was renovated 
and restored in the Ayyubid era. Moreover, 
the facades was covered with tiled floor, and 
the materials utilized in the arches of the 
façade are decorative materials engraved 
which were derived from Crusaders structures 
in Jerusalem. Moreover, there are fourteen 
stone arches along the façade most of 
which are according to the Romanesque 
architectural style. As for the exterior arches 
which were added in the Mamluke era they 
followed the same general design. Moreover, 
there is a central arch at the entrance of the 
Mosque façade.
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Al-Shurfa (Balcony) 
Al-Shurfa lies at the upper part of 

the façade. The central bays of the 
shurfa originate in the period of the 
Templars during the first Crusade, 
while the Shurfa itself was built at 
the behest of Al-Mu`adham Ibn Al-
Adel Abu Bakr Bin Ayyub, the brother 
of Salaheddin Al-Ayyubi in the year 
1217 A.D.
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Mustaba of South of the Headquarters of the 
Local Zakat (Charity) Committee 

This Mustaba lies south of the Zakat Committee and nearby it, and abuts the 
western wall of the Dome of the Rock nave, and it is longitudinally shaped and 
is of a narrow width.
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Al-Aqsa Mosque is of great holiness to Muslims linked to their religious beliefs since the inception of 
the Islamic Call. Actually, it is considered the Qibla of all the prophets before the Prophet Mohammad 
and it is the first Qibla (direction of prayer) to which the Prophet prayed before the Qibla was changed 
to Mecca. 

The connection of Islam to the Noble Sanctuary was bolstered through the Isra`a W`al Mi`raj (the 
Prophet’s nocturnal journey to heaven) where the Prophet was transported from the Sacred Sanctuary 
in Mecca to Al-Aqsa Mosque where he led the prayer of all the prophets, and from there he ascended 
to heaven; and in the upper regions of heaven prayer was prescribed and made obligatory for him. 

The Holy Qur’an described the mentioned nocturnal journey of the Prophet: {Exalted is He who 
took His Servant by night from al-Masjid al-Haram to al-Masjid al- Aqsa, whose surroundings We have 
blessed, to show him of Our signs. Indeed, He is the Hearing, the Seeing.} Quran (17: 1)

God’s description of Al-Aqsa Mosque as “the environs of which we blessed” is indicative of the 
blessing of the Mosque and its standing for Allah and the Muslims. Hence, Al-Aqsa is the wellspring of 
the blessing which permeated the entire surrounding region according to the belief of Muslims. It was 
reported by the mother of the faithful Um Salama that she heard the Messenger of God say: 
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Fictitious Tombs 
Among the hugest Judaiizing 

st ructures  on  which  the 
Occupation bases its projects 
and Talmudic narrations is 
the “occupied west Jerusalem 
archeological complex,” on an 
area of around 20 dunums, at 
a cost of around 100 million US 
Dollars. Actually, the Occupation 
has in 2014 inaugurated the 
tunnel of : “Al-‘Ayn Fort” at 
the center of Silwan in Al-
‘Ayn Al-Foqa area, in the wake 
of excavation operations that 
have ben ongoing for 15 years,. 
According to the report of Al-
Aqsa Foundation construction 
has been ongoing in “Bayt Al-
Nabe`” at the same location, at 
a time when the Jewish settlers 
have seized control of ten 
buildingss all at once in Silwan-
occupied Jerusalem.
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